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GOP has agreement 
on tax law overhaul 


Bill would cut taxes 


by $1.5T over decade 


By Stephen Ohlemacher, 
Andrew Taylor 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Confident 
congressional Republicans forged 
an agreement Wednesday on a ma- 
jor overhaul of the nation’s tax 
laws that would provide generous 
tax cuts for corporations and the 
wealthiest Americans — President 
Donald Trump among them — and 
deliver the first major legislative 
accomplishment to the GOP presi- 
dent. 

Middle- and low-income families 
would get smaller tax cuts, al- 
though Mr. Trump and GOP lead- 
ers have billed the package as a 
huge benefit for the middle class. 
The measure would scrap a major 
tax requirement of Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act, a 
step toward the ultimate GOP goal 
of unraveling the law. 


“The cynical voices that opposed 
tax cuts grow smaller and weaker, 
and the American people grow 
stronger,” Mr. Trump said at the 
White House. “This is for people of 
middle income, this is for compa- 
nies that are going to create jobs. 
This is for very, very special peo- 
ple, the great people of America.” 

The business tax cuts would be 
permanent, but reductions for indi- 
viduals would expire after a decade 
— saving money to comply with 
Senate budget rules. In all, the bill 
would cut taxes by about $1.5 tril- 
lion over the next 10 years, adding 
billions to the nation’s mounting 
debt. 

The legislation, which is still be- 
ing finalized, would cut the top tax 
rate for the wealthy from 39.6 per- 
cent to 37 percent, slash the corpo- 
rate income tax rate from 35 per- 
cent to 21 percent and allow home- 
owners to deduct interest only on 
the first $750,000 ofa new mortgage. 

The top tax rate currently ap- 
plies to income above $470,000 for 
married couples, though 
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Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette 
Sylvia Green, a secretary at Community College of Allegheny County, covers her face from the cold as she 
walks to her car after work Wednesday on the North Side. 


Study finds 
fracking bad for 
babies’ health 


Researchers studied 
births in Pennsylvania 


By Don Hopey 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Fracking can damage the health 
and development of babies whose 
mothers live near shale gas drilling 
and fracking sites, according to a 
new study of more than 1.1 million 
births in Pennsylvania from 2004 
through 2013. 

The study, released Wednesday, 
found that infants living within a 
half-mile of a fracked shale gas well 
were 25 percent more likely to have 
low birth weight — below 5.5 
pounds — putting them at greater 
risk of infant mortality, attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder, 
asthma, lower school test scores 
and lifetime earnings, and higher 
rates of social welfare program 
participation. 

The average weights of those 
low birth weight babies also was 
significantly lower than low birth 
rate babies whose mothers don’t 
live near wells. 

Co-authored by researchers at 
Princeton University, the Univer- 
sity of Chicago and UCLA, the 
peer-reviewed study said about 
29,000 of the approximately 4 mil- 
lion babies born each year in the 
US. live within a half-mile ofa shale 
gas well “and that these births 
therefore may be at higher risk of 
poor birth outcomes.” 

“This study provides the strongest 
large-scale evidence of a link be- 
tween the pollution that stems from 
hydraulic fracturing activities and 
our health, specifically the health of 
babies,” said Michael Greenstone, an 
economics professor and director of 
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By Melissa McCart 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Pennsylvania Building oc- 
cupies most of the block between 
18th and 19th streets and Penn 
Avenue and Smallman Street in 
the Strip District. 


The more than 18,400-square- 
foot property whose backside 
faces the original Primanti Bros. 
has seen bullets fly, restaurants 
and bars open and close and the 
rise and fall of the “Godfather of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Now, since Anthony DiCio 


bought it in March 2016, it’s on 
track to become a drinking and 
dining destination. 

Last spring, it became the home 
of a handful of vendors from the 
failed Pittsburgh Public Market, 
including East End Brewing and 
The Olive Tap. By this spring, it 


Food hall to open in former nutsance building in the Strip 


will house an upstairs food hall, a 
wine bar and on the 18th Street 
side, a courtyard with covered 
stalls where a coffee vendor, pro- 
duce seller, bakery, pizza place, 
blacksmith and others will sell 


SEE STRIP, PAGE A-5 


Seek to avoid U.S. 


involvement in talks 


By Karin Laub 
and Zeynep Bilginsoy 


Associated Press 


ISTANBUL — Breaking with 
years of courting the U.S., Pales- 
tinian President Mahmoud Ab- 
bas called Wednesday for the 
United Nations to replace Wash- 
ington as a Mideast mediator 
and suggested he might not coop- 
erate with the Trump adminis- 
tration’s much-anticipated effort 
to hammer out an Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace deal. 

At a summit in Turkey, Arab 
and Muslim leaders “rejected and 
condemned” President Donald 
Trump’s recognition of Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital — the trig- 
ger for Mr. Abbas’ sharp policy 
pivot — and called for world rec- 
ognition of a Palestinian state 
with its capital in east Jerusalem. 

The Istanbul Declaration on 
“Freedom for al-Quds” — the 
Arabic name of Jerusalem — 
followed Wednesday’s extraor- 
dinary summit of the 57-mem- 
ber Organization of Islamic Co- 
operation. 


Muslims call for east Jerusalem to be 
recognized as the Palestinians’ capital 


Undercover Israeli police arrest a Palestinian demonstrator in the 
West Bank during clashes following protests Wednesday against 


President Donald Trump’s decision to 
capital of Israel. 


The final communique lacked 
tougher criticism of U.S. policy 
contained in an earlier draft. The 
draft communique distributed to 
reporters before the closing of 
the summit had called east Jeru- 
salem the capital of a future Pal- 
estinian state, and said Washing- 
ton had forfeited its decades-long 
role as a mediator and was 
threatening global security. 


Nasser Shiyoukhi/Associated Press 


recognize Jerusalem as the 


With the softened final ver- 
sion, the organization de- 
clared the U.S. announcement 
as “null and void,” while invit- 
ing Mr. Trump to reconsider 
and rescind the “unlawful de- 
cision that might trigger chaos 
in the region.” 

While the nations stopped 


New EMTs 
lighten load 
on paramedics 


City makes fewer 
calls for mutual aid 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Pittsburgh’s Bureau of Emer- 
gency Medical Services is handling 
more of its own calls and relying 
less on help from regional EMS 
providers after adding emergency 
medical technicians to its force in 
May — a change that could mean 
faster response times to medical 
calls across the county. 

The city in May hired 14 EMTs 
to supplement its force of 161 para- 
medics in a bid to lighten the load 
on paramedics, reduce the city’s re- 
liance on mutual aid and cut over- 
time costs. 

Six months in, overtime has 
not yet seen a significant decline, 
but the city’s reliance on mutual 
aid — when EMS agencies out- 
side the city answer Pittsburgh’s 
calls while city paramedics are 


busy on other calls — has 
dropped significantly, Chief 
Robert Farrow said. 


Before the EMTs were hired, 
Pittsburgh called for mutual aid 16 


SEE MUSLIMS, PAGE A-4 
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